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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1783. 


ORD Fohn Cavendiſh moved the [. 
following Reſolutions in the Houſe 1 


| Commons: 


I. That the public faith hath been 

edoed to the maintenance of the 
aties with France and Spain, and of 
the 


WS 
the Proviſional Treaty with the United 
States of America, this Houſe will in- 
violably adhere to theſe treaties, and 
faithfully ſupport | his Majeſty in main 
taining them. 


Il. That this Houſe will concur 
with his Majefty, in improving anc 
rendering permanent the bleflings 0 


peace, to the encouragement of trade U 


and the advantage of his people. L 


III. That in recogniſing the Ind 
pendence of the United States of Aug 
rica, his Majeſty had acted accordin 
to the powers veſted i in him for tha 
purpoſe, and conformably to the ſnl 


of Parliament. 


\ 
9 -z, 9 
* 
| 7 : 


IV. That in the above treaties 


greater concefſions had been made to 
the enemies of this country, than they 
bod any right to expect, conſidering 
the relative and comparative Hare F 


ur affairs and theirs. 


v. That this Houſe will concur 
with kis Majeſty i in making ſuch com- 
penſation to ſuch of the American 
Loyaliſts, as ſhall appear on due exa- 


mination to have deſerved it. 


After a long debate, Mr. Fox roſe 
1 ſupport of the Fourth, and concluded 
bs ſpeech in about two hours. Mr. 
William Pitt, then Chancellor of the . 
Exchequer, roſe in reply ; ; and with 


8 vehemence of eloquence, which re- 


minded 


minded the old Members of the la 


culties and attention of the Houſ, 
Such united powers of voice and nan. 
ner, ſuch flaſhes of wit and depth 6 
reaſoning, were never before united 


in that Houſe. This ſketch can barely 


| faint outlines of that aſtoniſhing con- 


tleman who ſpoke laſt, I lament in 


g 8 1 
' : 
0 1 p 


Earl of Chatham, ſeized all the jul 


pretend to deſcribe from memory, ſont 


portion. 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


ne as I do, the great 
abilities of the honourable gen- 


common with the Houſe, when thoſe 
abitities are miſemployed, as on the 


preſent queſtion, to inflame the ima- 


gination, and miſlead the judgment. 
I am 


M. 


l $344 R0 24. AS. Pas r 117. 
| | am told, Sir, © he does not envy me 
« the triumph of my i tuation on this 
„day: a fort of language which 


becomes the candour of that honour- 
able gentleman as ill as his preſent 
principles. The triumphs of party, 
vir, with which this ſelf-appointed 
Miniſter ſeems ſo highly elate, ſhall 
rever ſeduce me to any inconſiſtency 
which the buſieſt ſuſpicion ſhall pre- 
ſume to glance at. I will never engage 


in political enmities without a pub- 


lie cauſe ; I will never forego ſuch en- 

ities without the public approbation ; ; 

wr will I be queſtioned and caſt of 

in the face of this Houſe, by one vie 8 

ou and di iſatisfied friend. * Theſe 
B Sir, 


* This is ſuppoſed to allude to Sir c- W—y, 
Mr, I &c. 


( 0 } 
Sir, the ſober and durable triumphs 
of reaſon, over the weak and pro- 
fligate inconſiſtencies of party vio- 
lence; theſe, Sir, the ſteady triumphs 
of virtue over ſucceſs itſelf Hall not 
only be mine, in my preſent ſitua- 
tion, but through every future con. 
dition of my life: triumphs which 
no length of time ſhall diminiſh; 


Which no change of principles ſhall 
ever ſully. 


The fatal conſequence of T ueſday's 
vote, which I then deprecated and 
foretold, is already manifeſt in this 
' Houſe, and it has been thought on all 
ſides requiſite, to give a new ſtability 
to the peace, which that: vote had 

already 


FW} 
ready ſhaken, But the proof which 


e preſent motion is about to efta- 4 


iſh, hat we are determined to abide 
this peace, is a declaration, that 


je have examined the terms, and 


we found them inadequate. Still 


k conſiſtent is this extraordinary 


tion with the language of Tueſday. 

[was then urged, that no ſufficient 
ne had been allowed us to deter- 
ne on the articles before us; and 

ue ſhort ſpace of two days we are 

ay to paſs a vote of cenſure On 

lat we declare we have not had 
lure to diſcuſs. This, Sir, is the 
monſtrous production of that 

age alliance, which threatens once 
© to plunge this devoted country 

al the horrors of another war. 


5 It 


(12 ) 


It i is not, Sir, an exception to any 


ſingle article, if well- founded excep · 
tions ſhould really exiſt, that ought 


to determine the merits of this trea- 


Aw 7; 


=» a a * 


But private a muſt bend to th 
public ſafety—what theſe complain 


may prove, is indeed yet unknown 


For whilſt the honourable gentlenut 
alone is deſcribing, with ſo mul 
confidence, the diſtreſſes and dill 
tisfactions of trade, ſhe herſelf 


approaching the Throne, w with tl 
effuſions of gratitude and affection. 
The honourable gentleman, wi 
ſpoke laſt, has fairly tated the ter 
by which the merits of this peace | 


„ 
to be decided — the relative firength 
and reſources of the reſpactive powers 
at war.---I will immediately meet 
him on this iſſue. a 


1 ſhall begin, Sir, with a moſt i im- 


portant lutjeet the ſtate of the Bri- 
tin navy; and ſhall refer myfelf 
for proofs of what I aſſert, to the 
papers now lying on your table. — 

This appeal, Sir, to ſolid and authen- 

tic documents, will appear the more 
juſt and neceſſary, when 1 acquaint 
the Houſe, that a noble Lord, from 


whom the honourable gentleman 


profeſſes to receive his naval infor- 


mations, has varied in his ſtatements 
to the Cabinet, no leſs than twenty 


fail of the line. 


STATE 


— 
. 41 
) 
: 
\ 
* 
: 
2 
* 
i 


papers before us, that the Britiſh 


been added to the catalogue in March. 


forty ſail of the line, ſixty of which 


one newly built, by the United states, 
had quitted Boſton harbour under 


v. 

7 4+ „„ 13 
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I 
.- Srary of the Nav. 


We are informed, Sir, from the 


force amounted nearly to one hun- 
dred fail of the line.—Many of theſe 
had been long and actively employed 
on foreign ſtations. With diligent 


exertions, ſix new ſhips would have 


The force of France and Spain 


amounted nearly to one hundred and 


were lying in Cadiz harbour, ſtored 
and victualled for immediate ſervice: 


Twelve ſhips of the line, including 


Vaudreuil, in a ſtate of perfect re- 


pair. 


( 15 I 


pair. An immenſe land armament 


vas collected at St. Domingo. —— 
Theſe ſeveral forces, Sir, were united 
n one object, and that object was 

the reduction of Jamaica. 255 Who, 0 


dr, can ſuppoſe with ſerious confi- 


lence, - that iſland could have long 
rated a regular attack, ſupported 
by ſeventy-two fail of the line ? 
Admiral Pigot, after his reinforce- 
nent from Europe, would have 
ommanded a fleet of only forty-ſix 
kl, and it has Jong been acknow- 7 
kdped in this Houſe, that defenſive 
var muſt terminate in certain ruin. 
Would Admiral Pigot have under- 
laken at this time offenſs ve opera- 
| ns againſt the iſlands of the ene- 
[ 5 Thoſe iſlands on which Lord 
Rod- 


(16 ) 


Rodney, fluſhed with victory, could 


not venture to attempt an impreſſion 7 
Would Admiral Pigot, Sir, have fe- 
gained by arms what the Miniſter 
have recovered by treaty? Could bs 
in the ſight of a ſuperior fleet have 
re-captured Grenada, Dominique, et. 
Kitt's, Nevis, and Montſerrat! ? Ort 
might we not too reaſonably appre- 
hend the campaign in the Weſt-InM 
dies would have cloſed with the lo 
of Jamaica itſelf, the remnant of oui 
poſſeſſions i in that part of the globe! h 
Let us next conſider our ſituation nc 
in the Eaſt, --- A mere defenſive u 
ſiſtance, however glorious, had entf ber 
tled Sir Edward Hughes to the than; 
of this Houſe ; --- but his ſucceſs, | 


( 1) 
it may be termed a victory, had not 


prevented the enemy from landing a 


greater European force than we actu- 


ly poſſeſs in India; and who at this 


nftant are in conjunction with Hy- 
der, ſubduing and deſolating the Car- 


natic. 


The proſpect is by no means 


brghtened when we look forward to 
tte probable operations in the Chan- 
aal, and in the Northern Seas, during 


the courſe of the enſuing ſummer. 


» Thirteen new fail of the line 
wuld at that time have been added 
v the fleet of France; and the Dutch 
ltce, as it has been accurately ftated 
90 a great naval officer, * in this de- 

„ bate, 


Commodore Keith Stuart. 


(8 
bate, would have amounted to tweng 1 
ty-five fail of the line. - What a0. | 
ceſſion the Spaniſh force would band 
received is not ſufficiently known. 1 
It is enough for me to ſtate, tach 1 
fleets of Bourbon and of Hollaolf 
would have doubled ours in ou f 
own ſeas. --- Should we have _ 
the Atervals of their cruize, and 
poorly paraded the Channel for y 
few weeks, to tarniſh again, by 
flight, the g'ories of the laſt cam 
paign? --- Or ſhould we have ref 


to riſque the exiſtence of the king 


9 


dom itſelf, by engaging againſt ſuc 
fearful odds? = Z 


What were the feelings of ever 
one who hears me? (what were WR 


( 9 9 
on feelings it is impoſſible. to de- 
ſribe) when that great man Lord 
Howe ſet ſail with our only fleet; 
inferior to the enemy, and under a 


robability of an engagement on 


IH their own coaſts ? --- My apprehen- 


hons, Sir, on this occaſion, however 
great, were mixed with hope; 1 knew 
the ſuperiority of -. Eritiſn {kill and 
courage might ee the inequa- 
ty of numbers. --- But, Sir, in ano- 
tler quarter, and at the ſame in- 
ant of time, my apprehenſions were 
unmixed with a ray of comfort, ---- 
The Baltic fleet, almoit as valuable 
as Gibraltar itſelf, for it contained 
all the materials for future war, Was 
oa its way to England ; and twelve 
ſail of the line had been ſent out 


G2 from 


(:% ) 
from the ports of Holland to inter. 
cept them. — Gibraltar was relieved | 
by a ſkill and courage that baffled 
ſuperior numbers; and the Baltic 
fleet was, I know not how, miracu- 
louſly preſerved. One power, indeed, 
the honourable gentleman has omitted 
in his detail: But the Dutch, Sir, 
had not been diſarmed by the humi- 
liating language of that Gentleman's 
miniſtry. They were warmed into 
more active exertions, and were juſt 
beginning to feel their own ftrength. 
They were not only about to defend 
themſelves with effect, but to lend 
ten ſail of the line to the fleets of 
France and Spain. --- Flere, Sir, let 


us pauſe for a moment of ſerious and 


ſolemn conſideration ! 
Should 


( 
Should the Miniſters have perſevered 
tom day to day, to throw the deſperate 


lie, whoſe ſucceſſes had won us only 
A barren though glorious fafety, and 
whoſe failure in a ſingle caft would 
ink us into hopeleſs ruin? However 
ndly the ideas of national expecta- 
ton had diffuſed themſelves amongſt 

the people, the Minifters, Sir, could 
atertain no rational hopes. Thoſe 
wumns of our ſtrength, which many 
lonourable gentlemen had raiſed with 
b much fancy, and decorated with 
bmuch invention, the Miniſters had 
irveyed with the eye of ſober reaſon, 
I am ſorry to ſay, Sir, we diſco- 
red the fabric of our naval ſuperi- 


iity to be viſionary and baſeleſs. 


I ſhall 


| preſides in that department, ftate, in 
few words, the ſituation of the army, 


who hears me, that new levies could 


this depopulated country. It is knowt 
to profeſional men, how great is the 
difference between the nominal an 
| effective ſtate of that ſervice ; === And 
aſtoniſhing ; as it may appear, after { 


careful enquiry, three thouſand met 


6229) 
1 ſhall next, Sir, with Cabell to 
hs right honourable gentleman why 


=== It is notorious to every gentleman 


ſcarcely be torn, on any terms, fron 


were the utmoſt force that could hav 
been ſafely ſent from this country 9l 
any offenſive duty. --- But, I am tolc 
Sir, the troops from New York woul 
have ſupplied us with a force equal f 


the demands of every intended exp4 
dition 


( 23 ) 
dition. 15 The foreign troops in that 
arſon we had no power to embark 


any other than American ſervice; 
And, Sir, i in contradiction to the 


honourable gentleman who ſpoke laft, 4 
and to that noble Lord whoſe lan- 
page he affects to ſpeak in this 


houſe, no tranſports had been pre- 
pared, or could have been afſem- 
bled for their immediate embar= 
lation. — - Where, Sir, ſhould they 
have directed their courſe when they 
were at length embarked, but into 
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the hazard of an enemy's fleet, which 
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would have cruized with undiſputed 
ſeperiority in every part of the weſ⸗ 
tern world. 


( # 
No preſſure of public accuſation, 
nor heat of i innocence in its own de- 


fence, ſhall ever tempt me to diſcloſe 
a ſingle circumftance, which may tend 
to humiliate my country. What ! am 
about to ſay, will betray no ſecret of 
ſtate; — it is known, for it is felt 
throughout the nation. — There re- 
mains at this inſtant, excluſive of the 
annual ſervices, an unfunded debt of 
thirty millions —Taxes, Sir, the moſt 
flattering, had again and again been 
tried, and, inſtead of revenue from 
themſelves, had frequently produced 
a failure in others, with which they | 
had been found to ſympathize. — But | 
here, Sir, I am told by the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, orher na- 
ton would have felt an equal diftreſs ; 
good 


( 25 ) 

good God! to what a conſequence 
does the honourable gentleman lead 
uu! — Should I, Sir, have. dared to 
udviſe a continuance of war, which 
endangered the bankruptcy of public 
ith; a bankruptcy which would 
have almoſt diffolved the bonds of 
wrernment, and have involved the 
tate in the confuſion of a general 
wn? Should I have ventured to do 
is, becauſe ONE of the adverſe 
powers MIGHT pave experienced an 


qual di ifreſs ? 


The honourable gentleman who 
poke laſt has amuſed the Houſe with 
arious ſtatements — on the different 
principles of zz; poſſidetis and reſtitu- 
lon, The principle of thoſe ſtate- 

D ments 


(6 @ 
ments is as falſe as it's unexpectel 
from him: — did his great haval 
friend acquaint him with the reſpec- 


tive values of Dominique and St. Lu- 
cia? — that Lord, who in his Ma- 

jeſty's councils had adviſed, and per- 
haps wiſely, a preference of the for- 
mer. The value of Dominique, Sir, 
Was better known to our enemies; 
and the immenſe ſums employed * 
them in fortifying that iſland, probe 
as well its preſent value, as their delire 
to retain it. That honourable gentle | 
man has, on all occaſions, ſpoke with 


apptobation of the laſt peace: Was i 


St. Lucia left in our hands by thai 
peace, the terms of which we our 
ſelves preſcribed ! 2 or was St. Luci 

Or 


really fo impregnable as to endangef ö 


( 27. ) 
zl our. poſſeſſions at the commence- 
al the preſent war? 


lt would be needleſs for me, Sir, 
v remind the honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, of any declarations 
ke had made in a preceding ſeſſion: 
- profeſſions from him ſo antiquated 
and obſolete, would have but little 
weight in this Houſe : — but I will 
rature to require conſiſtency for a 
lngle week, and- ſhall remind him of 
ls declaration in. Monday s debate, 
b that even this Peace Was preferable 
0 a continuance of the war.” Will 
lethen criminate his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
& by the preſent motion, for pre- 
ering what he would have preferred? 
; r how will he preſume to prove, 
| | that 


( 28 ) 

that if better terms could have been 
obtained, it was leſs their intereſt than | 
their duty to have obtained them. 


Was this peace, Sir, concluded 
with the ſame indecent levity, that 
the honourable gentleman would pro- 
ceed to its condemnation? Man 
days and nights were laboriouſly em. 
ployed by his Majeſty's Miniſters F 
ſuch extenſive negociations ; --- col 
ſultations were held with perſons th 
beſt informed on the reſpective ſub 
jects; ---- many doubts were weh 
weighed, and removed ; — and Week 
and months of ſolemn diſcuſſion go 
birth to that peace, which we are 14 
quired to deſtroy without examinatio!] 
that peace, the poſitive vitimatull 
| froll 


( 29 ) 
ſom France, and to which I ſolemnly 


| fure' the public, there was no other 


aternative but a continuance of war. 


Could the Miniſters, thus ſurroun- 


ded with ſcenes of ruin, affect to dic- 


tate the terms of peace? - and are 


theſe articles ſeriouſly compared with 


the peace of Paris? --- There was, 


indeed, a time when Great Britain 


might have met her enemies on other 
conditions; and if an imagination, 
warmed with the power and glory of 


this country, could have diverted any 


member of his Majeſty's councils from 


a painful inſpection of the truth; I 
might, I hope, without preſumption, 


have been entitled to that indulgence. 
| feel, Sir, at this inftant, how much 


I had 


— — — — — — — — — — — 


( 8 3 
I had been animated in my childhood 
by a recital of England's victories: 


I was taught, Sir, by one, whoſe me- 


mory I ſhall ever revere, that at the 


cloſe of a war, far different indeed 
from this, ſhe had dictated the terms 


of peace to ſubmiſſive nations. This, | 
in which I place ſomething more than 


a common intereſt, was the memo- | 


rable zra of England' s glory. But 
that æra is paſt; ſhe is under the au- 


ful and mortifying neceſlity of em- 


ploying a language that correſponds 
with her true condition. The viſions 
of her power and pre-eminence are 

| paſſed away. 


He have acknowledged American 


independence- That, Sir, was 4 


need- 


© ) 

zeedleſs form---I he incapacity of 
the noble Lord who conducted Our 
iffairs--- The events of war, and even 
1 vote of this Houſe, had already 
granted what it was impoſſible to 
withhold. 


Me have ceded Florida- We have 
obtained Providence and the Bahama 


lands. 


Me have ceded an extent of fiſhery 
in the coaſt of Newfoundland---We 
ave eftabliſhed an excluſive right to 
the moſt valuable banks. 


Me have reflored St. Lucia, and 
{ven up Tobago---We have regained 
brenada, Dominica, St. Kitts, Nevis, 


iad Montſerrat, and we have reſcued 


Jamaica 


C290 3 
Jamaica from her impending danger, 
In Africa we have ceded Goree, the 
grave of our countrymen ; and we 
poſſeſs Senegambia, the beſt and 
moſt healthy ſettlement. 


In Europe we have relinquiſhed 
Minorca, kept up at an immenſe 
and uſeleſs expence in peace, and 


never tenable in war. 


Wa. have likewiſe permitted his mſi 
Chriſtian Majeſty to repair his harbour 
of Dunkirk---The humiliating clauſe 
for its deſtruction was inſerted, Sit, 
after other wars than the paſt But 
the immenſe expence attending its 
repair, will ſtill render this indul- be 
gence uſeleſs ; add to this, that Dun- N 


C7 

tick was firſt an object of our jea- 
louſy, when ſhips were conttructed 
far inferior to their preſent draught--- 
That harbour, at the commencement 
of the war, admitted ſhips of a ſingle 
deck; no art or expence will enable 


it to receive a fleet of the line. 


In the Eaſt Indies, where alone 
we had a power to obtain this peace, 
ve have reſtored what was uſeleſs to 
ourſelves, and ſcarcely tenable in a 


wntinuance of the war- 


But we have abandoned the unhappy 
Liyaliſts to their implacable enemies 
Little, Sir, are thoſe unhappy men 


befriended by ſuch a language in this 
Houſe; nor ſhall we give much aſ- 
E ſiſtance 


0 7 
flſtance to to their cauſe, or add 
ability to the reciprocal confidence 
of the two States, if we already im 
pute to Congreſs a violence and in 
juſtice, which decency forbids us t 
fuſpeRt.---Would a continuation ol 
the war have been juſtified, on 


ſingle principle of aſſiſting theſe unf 
fortunate men? Or would a conti 
b nuance of the war, if ſo juſtified, hay 
| procured them a more certain in 
demnity? Their hopes, Sir, muſt ha 4 
been rendered deſperate indeed, bY 
any additional diſtreſſes of Britain 
thoſe hopes which are now revive ö 
by the timely aid of peace and reconf 


; ciliation, 


Theſe 
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| Theſe, Sir, are the ruinous condi- 
tions to which this country, engaged 
with four powerful States, and ex- 
nuſted in all its reſources, thought 
fit to ſubſcribe, for the diſſolution of 
that alliance, and the immediate en- 


pyment of peace.---Let us examine 
what is left with a manly and deter- 
mined courage. Let us ſtrengthen 
urſelves againſt inveterate enemies, 
add reconciliate our antient friends. 
The misfortunes of individuals and 
| of Kingdoms, that are laid open and 
aamined with true wiſdom, are more 
than half redreſſed---and to this 
great object ſhould be directed all 
te virtue and abilities of this Houſe, 
Let us feel our calamities ; let us 
tear them too like men,--- | 
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1 
But, Sir, I fear I have too lon 


engaged your attention to no real 
purpoſe; and that the public ſafetylf 
is this day riſqued, without a bluhhM 
by the malice and diſappointment off 


 faction.---The honourable gentlemanifi 


who ſpoke laſt has declared, with 


that ſort of conſiſtency that marks 


his conduct, 
« yen ted from proſecuting the noble 1 
« Lord in the blue ribbon to the fi- 
i tisfaQtion of public juſtice, he will | 


„ Becauſe he is pre- 


. heartily embrace him as his friend.” 


o readily, Sir, does he reconcile | 


extremes, and love the man whom he 
wiſhes to perſecute With the ſame 
ſplrit, Sir, I ſuppoſe he will cheriſh | 


this peace t00---becarſe he abhors it. 
— put, 2 


ci 
ut, Sir, it 18 not this treaty un- 
itainable by them, it is the Earl of 
tburne alone whom the movers of 
tis queſtion are deſirous to wound--- 
Great and dignified as I know that 
Y ule Lord to be in the conviction 
lf his own upright mind, he would 
ile regret retreating from this ſtorm 
ak faction, with Which the wiſeſt 
liteſmen have been for a time op- 
felſed. ---Withhold the preſent mo- 
ton and eftabliſh in reality that 
face for which we have fo long 
Panted in vain; ; other modes. may 
de found to criminate thoſe abilities 
ich ye | hate---But if the bane- 
ul alliance is not already formed, if 
dis ill-omened marriage is not al- 
ſay ſolemnized, I know a juft and 


lawful 


of the public ſafety, J bere forbid 


the banns. 


ever may be the reſult of this night' 
vote, the part I have borne in con-| 
cluding the preſent treaty will en 


of my own mind, I ſhall receive th 
public approbation. 


ding any national ſervice which ma | 
be performed with honour, nor a 
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lawful impediment, and, in the name 


4 With regard, Sir, to myſelf, what · 


ſure me well- earned and durable 
honours, J ſhall receive the ſupport] 
of virtue and independence in this 
Houſe, 1 ſhall receive the ſatisfaction 


I have no diſpoſition, Sir, to de- 


1 placed 
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[ paced ſo bigh by fortune as to « 
pile the honeſt wages of office 
But I ſhall retire from theſe without 
regret, if ſuch a ſtep ſhall contribute 
to the public quiet. I ſhall not 
threaten the repoſe of my country, 
ad erect, like that honourable gen- 

teman, a fortreſs and a refuge for 
dippointed ambition---Whoever may | 

ſucceed me in his Majeſty” s councils 
ſhall receive my earneſt approbation, 
vhilt he purſues the diftates of wiſdom 
and of virtue --- The loſs of fortune 
wil give me but little diſquietude--- 


Laudo manentem, | celeres quatit 

Pennas, refigno que dedit, —— 
probamque 

Pauperiem fine dote quera, 
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